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Letter from Jeff

Lenten trials and Easter hope

Ash Wednesday this year falls on 17" February and marks
the beginning of the 40 day period of Lent. Those
mathematicians amongst you will realise that from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Sunday is actually 46 days; that’s
because the 6 Sundays within Lent are excluded from the
fast as they are Holy days (holidays) and feast days.

The Lenten period is designed to be a period of intense and
focussed self-reflection marked by fasting and penance as
the Church, and individuals reflects upon and prepares
itself for the death of Jesus and all that led Him to the
cross. This is usually marked by the giving up of things
mirroring Jesus 40 days of temptation in the wilderness.

It feels to me that the last year has been like a prolonged
period of ‘Lent’. We have given up much and have endured
many trials and temptations that this pandemic of Covid-19
has forced upon us.

But we know that the lent doesn’t end with the agony of
the garden or the darkness of the cross but at an empty
tomb where we meet a risen saviour, and so are filled with
hope once more.

At Easter we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and with
that, new life, a fresh start and freedom. And, my prayer is
that, this coming Easter we’ll be able to celebrate in our
churches once more as the vaccines give us a fresh start
and the freedom to be with one another and some much
needed security and reassurance.

We hope to give more detail next month but for now; keep
safe, stay well and God bless.

Jeff

Charles Thompson Mission

Due to the new national lockdown announced by the
Government of 4th January, asking people to stay at
home, our building will be closed until the guidelines
change. We will, however, continue to support the
homeless community of Birkenhead and the Wirral,
ensuring they have food, clothing and and essential
items. We are also providing food hampers to families
in the area who are living in poverty. As a member of
the local Rough Sleepers Initiative (RSI) and supporting
the Severe Weather Emergency Protocol (SWEP) we are
actively assisting Wirral Borough Council and other

service providers in the goal to offer emergency support

and accommodation to anyone who maybe homeless.
Due to the generosity of so many people at Christmas,

we have enough food supplies to meet the demand. We

are unable to take anymore donations for the time
being.

Currently, we are unable to take any donations of
clothing, toiletries and household goods, and are not
taking any new volunteers at this time.

Emails and phone messages will be picked up
periodically — please don’t expect a quick response.

Thank you for your patience.
To support the Charles Thompson Mission contact

https://charlesthompsonsmission.org.uk/support-us/
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Trussell Trust

The Wirral Foodbank, Birkenhead

We want to make sure that no one in our local
community has to go hungry, but we need your help to
make this happen. Your gift of financial support, time,
business partnership and food can make a real difference.

Donate money

The Foodbank is run by local people for local people — we rely
on the community’s support to ensure we can continue to stop
people going hungry. Can you invest in the future of our project
and help us provide much-needed support to people in crisis in
our community?

Big or small, every gift you give helps transform lives. We
couldn’t do what we do without your support. Please join us in
building brighter futures, thank you!

Please send cheques made payable to:
Wirral Foodbank

Unit 14 Wirral Business Centre

Dock Road

Birkenhead

CH41 L)W

You can make a direct payment to our bank account:
Bank Sort Code: 40-10-22
Account Number: 52391236

Or contact

https://wirral.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
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Lenten resources for families

The URC has produced a pack with some Lent
resources for families entitled ‘Walking towards
Easter together’.

There is something for everyone and with a sticker
map following the 40 days of Lent, a journal for the
older children to use, and a diary with stories of
people walking the way of Jesus and a story about
Jesus each Sunday. There are activities to help us
reflect and consider the stories, and plenty of
challenges, activities, prayers and crafts for all ages,
all on pull-out pages.

Each pack also includes a recipe booklet with some
Easter themed recipes for all abilities.

| have ordered 10 packs, which are free of charge, so
if you know a family who would like one please let
me know, but book early to avoid disappointment.

Jeff
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The prayers of Jesus - Lent Groups

Karen Jones, who is training for ministry and on
placement with us, is leading some Lenten groups
meeting via zoom looking at the ‘Prayers of Jesus’.

As we lead up to the central events of our faith we have
an opportunity to encounter the Saviour in a new way
and reach new depths of intimacy with God in prayer as
we focus on six of the prayers of Jesus.

The hope is that, as we journey together through the six
sessions, we will experience more of God’s presence as
we pray and reflect on Jesus’ journey to the cross.

We will be meeting, via zoom on Tuesday evenings from
7.30pm, starting on 23™ Feb and Thursday afternoons at
2.00pm, starting on 25™ Feb.

The link below will give access to both meetings:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/714292800427?
pwd=SkOWNUS50RGxpdytzRnJDRGFOZIRNUTO9 or you
can email me and I'll send you the link

If you don’t have zoom you can still join us on the
telephone by calling one of the following numbers
0203 481 5237, 0203 481 5240 or 0203 901 7895 and
use the Meeting ID: 714 2928 0042 and Passcode:
OHLMpA

There is a booklet accompanying the series entitled ‘The
prayers of Jesus’ and is priced at £5.97. These are
available to church members free of charge but if you
would like you can make a donation. You will need one
for the groups or you might want one to work through
on your own.

These groups will be shared by both fellowships of
Prenton and Wallasey Village and an invitation has been

CHOOSE THE WORLD YOU WANT
THIS FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT

In Fairtrade Fortnight 2021, we will highlight the growing chal-
lenges that climate change brings to farmers and workers in the
communities Fairtrade works with. The facts are straightforward.
Farmers and workers in countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia and
Honduras, who have done the least to contribute to climate
change, are disproportionately affected by it. They have told us
that:

® (Climate change is one of their biggest challenges right now.

® Low prices for their crops mean that they are struggling
to fight back.

®  Only with more money will they feel equipped to meet their
everyday needs and deal with the challenges they face from
climate change.

The climate crisis is an immediate and ever-increasing threat and

those in climate vulnerable countries are already seeing its im-

pacts from droughts and crop disease to floods, heatwaves and

shrinking harvests.

With the emergence of the global COVID pandemic, the challeng-
es that farmers face now are bigger than ever before with falling
commodity prices and widespread shocks reverberating along our
global supply chains. Ongoing poverty in farming communi-

ties makes it increasingly hard to cope with the effects of climate
change.




FAIRTRADE

Fairtrade Fortnight
22nd February—7th March

For two weeks each year at the end of February and start
of March, thousands of individuals, companies and
groups across the UK come together to share the stories
of the people who grow our food and drinks. mine our
gold and who grow the cotton in our clothes, people who
are often exploited and underpaid.

In 2021, Fairtrade Fortnight will feel very different. 2020
has been a hard year for everyone and we know that
physically campaigning and meeting people will continue
to be challenging in 2021 but we have also heard from so
many of you that you want to continue to support
Fairtrade through this time.

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us more than ever
how interconnected we are globally. This interconnec-
tion is at the very heart of the Fairtrade message and is
where your role begins. You are part of the Fairtrade
movement and you have the power to drive long-term
change, not only with your shopping choices but with
your support in spreading the message. We just have to
do this a little differently in 2021!

extended to others in the Wallasey Village Churches
Together.

Additionally, Claremount Methodist have extended an
invitation to any from the VCT churches to join their Lent
group which focusses on the things Jesus carried and will
meet on Tuesday mornings at 10.30am starting on 23"
Feb. further details will follow.

Hope to see you there. Thanks Jeff

Hello All.

Thanks to Jeff and Viv for the details of two courses
available for us during Lent.

We are spoilt for choice! Last year we ran one evening
and one daytime course, this year we seem to have one
evening, one afternoon, and one morning course!

Claremount: ‘The things he carried’; 10.30 am Tuesdays
from 23 Feb.

URC: ‘Prayers of Jesus’; 7.30 pm Tuesdays from 23 Feb.
and 2.00pm Thursdays from 25 Feb.

God Bless

Frank Nance




Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Day

According to Google ‘Shrove Tuesday gets its name
from the ritual of shriving that Christians used to
undergo in the past. In shriving, a person confesses their
sins and receives absolution for them. ... In the week
immediately before Lent everyone shall go to his
confessor and confess his deeds and the confessor shall
so shrive him.’

We don’t go in for much shriving in our house, but we
do like to enjoy a good and plentiful supply of pancakes;
little else will be eaten by some at teatime on 16™
February with copious amounts of lemon and sugar the
favoured and traditional filling. Far from using up
perishable goods left in the house, | make sure | have
extra milk in order to ensure a good supply.

We don’t pay much attention to the traditions of Ash
Wednesday, except that we recognise that it is the first
day of Lent.

In the same way as, in our house, we pay nodding
attention to Shrove Tuesday, many of us pick and
choose which bits of ‘religious tradition’ we observe.
We can all find reasons to justify which practices we
observe and which we ignore particularly we are left to
our own discretion!

People may ask ‘What are you giving up for Lent?’ |
tend not to ‘give anything up’ for Lent and think for me
it’s a better idea to ‘take something up’ for Lent.

Lent is the period leading up to Easter. The reason for
recognising the Lent period is to prepare for Easter, to
consider the debt we owe, and the price paid on Good
Friday, so that we can also celebrate Easter Sunday.
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phone, the letterbox, the doorknocker, or the doorbell
there’s the promise of a chat with a friend, letter, a
parcel or home delivery, maybe even a socially dis-
tanced visit!

Sometimes, if I’'m having a bad day it’s the promise of
better things to come that keeps me going, spurs me
on to get up and get going. Call somebody, find a task,
go for a safe walk, sometimes | just need to find my get
-up-and-go.

God offers us the promise of better things to come, and
a better way now; we need to put in some effort find
our get-up-and-go to follow Jesus and learn more
about living our lives with Him and the hope that He
promises.

| know that | can rely on the promise of the ages, even
in lockdown!

| remember you in my prayers and thank you for your
prayers too.

Stay safe, stay well and stay in touch,

Heather x

Request for wool

If you have any knitting wool (Double knitting weight)
that you don’t have a use for, can | have it please? |
have a willing volunteer knitting for shoe boxes and she
would be very grateful for more wool.

If you have any please let me know and | will arrange Thanks to Heather
for it to be collected. for this article

Thank you, Heather.



Lockdown Log

Month eleven of lockdown, at the beginning | rather
enjoyed the time at home and in the garden, | had time
to tidy the drawers and cupboards and grow tomatoes.
The shine has worn off now though, the garage is a
mess again and it’s too cold to go out and sort it again!
(Roll on warm weather)

I’'m looking forward to getting my vaccine because then
| hope the promise of the end of the very strict
restrictions will be in sight. | think we are going to have
to get used to masks, sanitisers and spacing for some
time yet and hugging may still be off limits for even
longer. | know | will just be glad to be with people,
(other than Jeff), again!

I’'m looking out at the garden, the snow that made it
look very lovely has gone and the truth is now evident
... there is a lot of work to do out there! The bulbs,
(those not dug up by squirrels), that | planted in
November are poking through the soil with promise of
beautiful flowers in the warmth of spring.

I've been experimenting with new recipes and baking
more than | ever used to, (the bathroom scales can
attest), Jeff comes downstairs from the study sniffing
the air, the promise of something tasty to eat (He
hopes!)

We have regular contact with our children and
grandchildren and when we speak to them, we plan
what we will do when we can get together. The
promise of time spent together, days out with picnics,
exploring and playing games.

Many of us have learned new ways of communicating
with each other, joining in meetings, working,
shopping, finding entertainment When we hear the

In our house we choose to enjoy eating pancakes on Pan-
cake Tuesday not with any ‘religious’ purpose, we choose
not to follow the ‘religious’ tradition of wearing ashes.

At Easter there is no option for a Christian to pick and
choose, we cannot observe Easter Sunday without Good
Friday. There can be no empty tomb resurrection joy with
out the bloodshed of the cross.

We have an opportunity to consider what Easter means
during Lent, it’s not about giving up chocolate, it’s about
recognising what was given up for me/for us.

You can do this on your own or you can join us as we con-
sider this together in one of our study groups meeting
through Lent. You’ll find details of the groups in this
month’s magazine.

Enjoy your pancakes (we will!); give up chocolate or other
indulgent things, that’s great, but don’t kid yourself that
that is what Lent is about!
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Due to current restrictions, we are unable to
meet for worship and our usual weekly
activities. However, we have produced some
online worship as a way of keeping connected .

We do hope you can join in with us — The
services are on the church website:

https://wallaseyvillageurc.org.uk/

Fellowship and community are important to us
and this is one way we can keep together even in
isolation. Our prayer for you and those you love
is that you keep safe and well and that God’s
blessing will rest upon you.

Jeff would like more hymns to be sent to him,
each with a short reason why it is a favourite.

For news of any future events, refer to the
website above

AN
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February Dates for your diary
Fri 14th St Valentine’s Day
Tues 16th Shrove Tuesday

(Pancake Tuesday)
Wed 17th Ash Wednesday

First day of Lent
22nd Feb— Fairtrade Fortnight
7th March

Advance Notice details to follow

1st March St David’s Day
14th March Mothering Sunday
17th March St Patrick’s Day
2nd April Good Friday

4th April Easter Sunday

All items for inclusion in the March Magazine must be in the hands of
the editors no later than Sun 21st Feb

Contributions should be emailed to JoyceHum-
phreys@virginmedia.com .

Handwritten (print) or typed contributions may be given to the editors
or sent to:.

14 Prospect Vale, Wallasey CH45 6TQ
tel 0151513 3678



