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Letter from Jeff 

Being Church – The body of Christ 
Some people have been asking me when we can get 
back into church again especially since Church 
buildings are able to open up again for personal 
prayer from 13th June and for worship from 4th July. 
This might suggest that things are getting back to 
‘normal’ and that we too might be back in church 
again sometime soon. I need to tell you that we 
won’t, but I share everyone’s frustration that we can’t 
worship together or fellowship together the way we 
did. 

Most URC churches are not opening their buildings for 
personal prayer, it’s not something we generally do, 
and just because we can doesn’t mean we should. The 
elders are looking at the implications of reopening for 
worship and will wait to see how the latest 
announcement might affect us. We will also wait to 
for guidance from the URC as they are trustees of our 
buildings.  

Until a vaccine or treatment regime is found then 
there will be no ‘normal’ for us in our worship or 
fellowship. And if churches were to open for worship 
this year then restrictions would still apply to those 
shielding and the over 70s and there would be no 
singing or refreshments. To most, this would make 
worshipping and fellowshipping together impossible. 

I know this is difficult but ‘we are where we are’. This 
doesn’t mean that everything is doom and gloom and 
we need to remind ourselves about what church is. 
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I saw this cartoon the other day which, on first view, 

appears sad and disheartening but then as you 

consider what church is and what church is doing 

then it gives a different and dare I say, more hopeful 

picture. 

It’s true that we rightly invest a large amount of time, 
effort and funds to keep our church buildings open 
and functioning but, whilst this pandemic has closed 
our buildings the ‘Church’ is still functioning beyond 
its wall and doors. 

 

 

Continued on page 4 
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Whenever people speak of church we immediately 
think of a building and you’ve heard me say more than 
once that we need to make the distinction between; 
the Church - the building and, the Church - the people. 
This pandemic is allowing us to do that in a way we 
would not have chosen or even envisaged but in a way 
that is allowing us to see who we are as church differ-
ently.  

When Jesus said, ‘I will build my church and not even 
the gates of hell will overcome it’ (my paraphrase 
from Matt. 16:18) he was talking, not of buildings 
made of brick and mortar, but rather the church that 
exists amongst the people of God in the Body of 
Christ. 

We need to keep that at the forefront of our thinking 
as we continue to support one another and as we pre-
pare for the day when we can be together again in 
worship and in fellowship. 

Until then, keep well and safe and God bless. 

Jeff 
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Lockdown Log 

I have had a few comments asking me to write 
another log, and nobody has asked me to stop, 
so I decided to have another go! 

Are you, like me, getting used to being at 
home? Communicating by phone, email, text, 
video chat, Instagram or similar? No places to 
go, no people to see, no ‘mooches’ round the 
shops. Not stopping for a coffee, meeting up for 
lunch, going out for a meal. (Oh I miss that!) 

I’m getting used to wearing slippers, ‘comfy’ 
clothes, not worrying about wearing ‘that’ again 
– ‘cos nobody will see me!   

Some days I need to ‘have a word with myself’, 
motivate myself into doing something. Other 
days, I wonder where has that week gone, time 
is filled and I think, I don’t know how I found 
time for what used to be in my diary? 

Jeff has been busy with zoom meetings for 
churches, synod, and school governors. I am a 
member of a synod committee and have ‘been 
to’ a zoom meeting, it felt odd and awkward at 
first but I got used to it and I think we have to 
be incredibly grateful for technology and all 
those who are bright enough to set these 
programmes up.  

The world is changing, particularly 

technologically and socially, and that is not all 

bad, although it might be rather scary!  

Continued on next page 

Thank you, Heather, for 
this article 
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Crisis often brings change and innovation, there is 
a saying that ‘necessity is the mother of invention’.  
We find ways round obstacles. Our current 
situation is not what we would choose but it is 
where we are and we can’t just sit and wait for 
things to get better, we have to make them better 
now and make the most of what we have. 

I know that church leaders are looking at ways to 
get us back into church buildings, meeting together 
again. This is a very difficult task, taking into 
account legal requirements and safety, but for 
some that is going to take much longer than for 
others. I sometimes worry because even when the 
restrictions are lifted or relaxed for the majority, 
there will be a significant minority, including me, 
who still probably won’t be able to join in. We have 
to live in the ‘now’ though and not in the ‘what if‘ 
or even the ‘sometime soon’! 

Not a great deal has changed in my world since my 
last comments although I am allowed to go out for 
a walk now. I am so glad to be able to stretch my 
legs, Jeff and I try to walk each day, weather 
permitting, and we try to go off the beaten track, 
so avoiding contact with others. It is surprising how 
quickly I had lost fitness and stamina and I really 
felt the effects of walking; my joints were 
revolting! Walking, or perhaps shuffling, around 
the house in slippers is not the same as ‘walking’. 
We hope to keep increasing distance and speed 
little by little build up again. 

It’s very easy to get out of the habit of exercise, it’s 

easy to get comfortable staying at home, it’s easy 

to lose touch with each other, it's easy to lose 

touch with God. We can fill our time with other  
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things, with worry, with negativity about what we 
can’t do, I’m sure your list would be different from 
mine, but you get the idea. I’m trying to get back to 
a structured normality, because it could be a very 
long time before I am back in community again.  

So, for now, it’s time for me to make a conscious 
effort; up, washed, dressed, (tidy clothes), earrings 
in, shoes on, walk. Keep in communication with 
family, friends, and God, not necessarily in that 
order, Like walking if we don’t keep doing it we’ll get 
out of the habit and eventually stop altogether. 

We’re in this together, even though we’re not 
together, we are one in Jesus. 

Much love,  

Heather x 

 

Hymns for our time 

Revds Martyn Coe and Andy Braunston have passed 

on a link to a new John Bell hymn which was used at 

an Iona Community event recently. John has written 

some very moving words which are sung by Alison 

Adam and accompanied by Ian McLarty. The song 

has been made freely available provided it is 

credited properly.   

The hymns words and files are available at 

https://www.urcmerseysynod.org.uk/
ahymnforcoronatime.htm 

https://www.urcmerseysynod.org.uk/ahymnforcoronatime.htm
https://www.urcmerseysynod.org.uk/ahymnforcoronatime.htm
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Faraday Institute Summer Course June 2020 
 
Faith and science are often seen as uncomfortable bed
-fellows.  However, this has not always been so. In this 
series of webinars we examine the ways in which Faith 
and Science speak to each other in contemporary 
society and explore the theological and ethical issues 
which this dialogue raises. We aim to show that there 
is a better story to be told about faith and science than 
the prevalent one of conflict and mutual distrust. 
 
Each day, from Monday 29th June to Friday to 3rd July 
we shall be hosting two or three webinars each day 
given by an array of international speakers highly 
qualified in their individual fields. There will also be 
some opportunity for on-line discussion.  
 
It is completely free to attend and open to anyone, 
anywhere, who is interested. You are free to join us for 
as much or as little of our programme as you wish. For 
more information, see  

faraday.institute/TellingABetterStory 

‘Telling a better story – why Faith 
and Science belong together’ 
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All items for inclusion in the September Magazine must be in 
the hands of the editors  no later than Sunday  23rd August 

Contributions should be emailed to 
JoyceHumphreys@virginmedia.com . 

Handwritten (print) or typed contributions may be given to 
the editors or sent to:.  

14 Prospect Vale, Wallasey CH45 6TQ          

 tel  0151 513 3678 

Mon 29th 
June—Fri 3rd 
July 

  “Telling a better story” 
See opposite 

 
Sun 12th 

  Action for Children  
Sunday (see below) 

July/August Dates for your diary 

Action for Children Sunday.  

Sunday the 12th  of July is  the anniversary of the opening of 
the first children's home in England and a chance to celebrate 
the work what  Action for Children do. Also if anyone would 
like to donate to Diane Goodier she is the fundraiser for Mer-
seyside phone number 01925415097 email address di-
ane.goodier@actionforchildren.org.uk 

https://www.faraday.institute/TellingABetterStory
mailto:diane.goodier@actionforchildren.org.uk
mailto:diane.goodier@actionforchildren.org.uk
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People News 

Ken Thompson and his family send their thanks to 
everyone for the kind words, cards and flowers that 
people sent on the death of Mona. 

Please keep Ken and the family in your prayers. 
 

Praying for our church 
Pray for our church in lockdown that: 

• We all stay close to God 

• We sustain the love and care we have for each 
other in Christ. 

• We remember those who are vulnerable or ill 

• Those who are key workers are blessed and 
protected 

• Our online services and contributions are 
useful, helpful and a blessing to all those who 
engage. 

• Our church family, adults and children, 
continue to grow in our faith in Jesus Christ 

• That Jeff and our elders have wisdom in 
leading us through this time and beyond. 

• We have a deep longing to be together again 
 
Father God, help our church family to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling You have given us.  

May we walk humbly with You, our God 

Amen  
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Due to current restrictions, we are unable to 
meet for worship and our usual weekly 
activities.  However, we have produced some 
online worship and a weekly ‘Favourite Hymns’ 
item as a way of keeping connected .  
 
We do hope you can join in with us  – The 
services are on the church website:  
 
www.wallaseyvillage.urc.org.uk   
 
Fellowship and community are important to us 
and this is one way we can keep together even in 
isolation.  Our prayer for you and those  you love 
is that you keep safe and well and that God’s 
blessing will rest upon you. 
 
Jeff would like more hymns to be sent to him, 
each with a short reason why it is a favourite. 
 
For news of any future events, refer to the 
website above 
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Support Fairtrade 

Classic Salad Niçoise with Fair Trade Tuna 

Fair Trade Certified Recipe   

 

Ingredients 

•1½ lbs small new potatoes, quartered  

•2 Tbsp olive oil  

•Salt and ground pepper  

•2 pints cherry tomatoes, washed and dried 

•2 bunches arugula, ends trimmed, washed and dried  

•2 cans Fair Trade Certified skipjack tuna, drained 

•½ cup Kalamata olives 

•2 hard-boiled eggs, sliced in half 

Thanks to Alison 
Pope for contrib-
uting this recipe 

Page 14 

For the lemon vinaigrette: 
•1/3 cup fresh lemon juice (about 2 lemons)  

•2 Tbsp Dijon mustard 

•1 tsp salt 

•1/4 tsp ground pepper  

•1 cup olive oil 

 

Preparation Instructions 
 

Serves 4 

1. Preheat oven to 425°F. Place potatoes on a baking 
sheet. Drizzle with oil, season with salt and pepper, 
and toss to coat. Roast for 15 minutes. Cook until 
potatoes are lightly browned and soft, about 10 
minutes.  

2. Make the lemon vinaigrette by whisking together 
the lemon juice, Dijon, salt and pepper, and oil. 

3. In a medium bowl, toss arugula with 2 Tbsp 

vinaigrette. Arrange tomatoes, arugula, tuna, and 

olives on platter and drizzle with remaining 

vinaigrette. Serve. 
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On Friday 19th June, I had the privilege of leading a 
service of thanksgiving for a relatively young man aged 
50 years. His mum is a member of our coffee morning 
on a Tuesday at Wallasey. This was a sudden and tragic 
death. His family have requested a memorial service be 
arranged at Wallasey URC once we are back to some 
normality, so that tributes can be shared in an 
unhurried way. 

Now the reason I mention this, is because of the scene 
that greeted me as I entered Landican cemetery, ahead 
of me were a number of funeral cars, many, many 
private cars with hundreds of people standing around 
in small groups, all of them grieving, and it was only 
10am! I was deeply moved by the amount of suffering 
surrounding me and I was also conscious of the fact 
that just a few minutes earlier, I had driven past 
Arrowe Park hospital where many people would be 
fighting for their lives. 

That image has remained with me, however, I’ve been 
reminded of the many, many occasions during our 
Lord’s time on earth, when his heart was filled with 
compassion, particularly when he saw a crowd of 
people or just an individual, and understood something 
about their needs – ‘worried and helpless, like a sheep 
without a shepherd’ was how he described them. We 
are reminded in the selection of David as king, that 
whilst people look on the outward appearance, it is 
God, and only God, who looks upon the heart. 

Having a heart filled with 
compassion 

Thanks to Ron 
Taylor for this 
article 
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 So, what is it I’m trying to say to both myself and to 
those of you who will read this article in the church 
magazine? 

For myself, I’m asking the Lord to give me a heart like his 
own, a compassionate heart that is able to understand, 
listen, learn and wherever possible, to try and do 
something that is practical and helpful others, and not 
allow my own needs to consume me. 

For those who are going to reading this article, I think 
there are two things I want to say to you. Firstly, let 
yourself be reminded of the compassion the Lord has for 
you, because for so many of you, this past four months 
has been a very difficult time. Loneliness; fear; anxiety; 
poor health; uncertainty; relationship breakdowns; and 
bereavement are but a few of the issues you have been 
dealing with. You know, my friends, the Lord loves you 
with an everlasting love. You, yes you, are precious to 
Him. Furthermore, He looks upon the heart with a heart 
filled with compassion and understands.    Secondly, 
you’d be disappointed if I didn’t go on to encourage you 
also, to ask the Lord to give you a compassionate heart. 

You see the task in our communities is so large, Jesus 
describes it as a ‘large harvest’ but with few workers to 
gather it in. ‘Pray’ says Jesus, for more workers, and so 
I’m praying for you. 

May God bless you and keep you, 

Love Ron 



Page 17 

Contact List 

Minister 
Revd Jeff 
Hughes 

109 Shrewsbury Rd 
Claughton 
Birkenhead 
CH43 8SS 

201 1883 

Email    JeffrHughes@virginmedia.com  

Secretary  
Joyce 
Humphreys 

14 Prospect Vale 
Wallasey 
CH45 6TQ 

513 3678 

07590376633 

Email   JoyceHumphreys@virginmedia.com  

Management 
Committee 

Chris Doran  
923 4298 

07743161971 

Bookings Jean Copple  342 7247 

Finance/Website Ann Barr  638 9602 

Church Cleaning Karon Laing  638 7569 

Heating 
 

Peter Evans 
7 days notice for 
changes please 

638 2446 

Flowers 
Margaret 
Bigmore 

 638 1900 

Pastoral visiting  Chris Doran  
923 4298 

07743161971 

Prayer  
Co-ordinator  

Hazel Welsh  07821171534 

Children’s work/
safeguarding 

Joyce 
Humphreys 

 07590376633 

Magazine/
Newssheet editors 

Joyce & Gron 
Humphreys 

14 Prospect Vale 
Wallasey, CH45 6TQ 

513 3678 

07484628534 


